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to see closer relations established, but can hardly be reconciled
with Buckle's assertion that no attention was paid to England at
this time as an interested Power.1 That the Ambassador was not
deceiving himself in thinking that Bismarck was sincere is proved
by Billow's intimation to Miinster that the conversation was
indeed meant as an overture to Lord Derby. He deplored Eng-
land's apparent indifference and said Lord Odo Russell seemed
convinced that England was no longer prepared to follow her
traditional Turkish policy, but that her interests lay only in
safeguarding her route to India. He did not encourage the view
that Austria might occupy part of Turkish territory with im-
punity. Russia might in that case demand compensation,
perhaps in Bessarabia, which in turn would affect Germany's
commercial interests. Bismarck had emphasized that now
Prussia was supreme in Central Europe she had taken the place
of Austria as England's natural ally and hoped she would see the
situation in the same light. His remarks showed that he wel-
comed Disraeli's resolution and energy. Lord Odo Russell's own
personal desire for closer relations was self-evident and scarcely
needed mentioning.2

While Bismarck was inviting British co-operation the Turkish
Ambassador was imploring Lord Odo Russell on the other hand
to move his Government in favour of counter-proposals to the
Andrassy Note, for the Sultan, to the chagrin of the Northern
Powers, had issued a firman just in time to forestall the Austrian
Minister's proposals. Aristarchi Bey called on Lord Odo
Russell and placed before him in confidence his Government's
instructions and his own views. The Note would cause great
embarrassment in Constantinople (even though quite consistent
with the finnan of 12 December) because it omitted to demand
the disarmament of the rebels before participating in the benefits
of the reforms. The dilemma was that the Sultan could neither
submit to the dictation of the Emperors on the one hand, nor
reject the proposal without offending the Powers on the other.
He persuaded Lord Odo Russell to copy out his own proposals

JThe imperial Powers paid no attention this winter to Disraeli's hint that
Great Britain's interests in the solution of the Eastern Question were as con-
siderable as theirs." Buckle: Disraeli VI. 18.

*G.P. II. 2Q-3I. I wonder if these documents could be those referred to by
Disraeli when he says: "Bismarck seems to mean business." Buckle attributes
it to January 1875, but the remark seems meaningless then and fits well here.
V. 420.